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My dear countrymen

Welcome to ‘Mann Ki Baat’ once again. Today,
we will commence ‘Mann Ki Baat’ mentioning
India’s success. In the beginning of this month,
India has been successful in bringing home an
invaluable heritage of hers from ltaly. This
heritage is the over one thousand years old idol of
Avalokiteshvara Padmapani. This idol was stolen
a few years ago from Kundalpur temple, Devi
Sthan of Gaya ji in Bihar. But after innumerable
efforts, India has now got this idol back. Similarly,
a few years ago the idol of Lord Anjaneyar,
Hanuman ji was stolen from Vellore in Tamil
Nadu. This idol of Hanuman ji was also 600-700
years old. Earlier this month, we retrieved this in
Australia; our High Commission has received it.

o1



in our history of thousands of years,
idols, one better than the other were
always being made in various parts
of the country; it also comprised
reverence, capability, skill and was
full of varied diversity. And the history
of each of our idols also depicts the
influence of their respective times.
Not only were they a wonderful
artistic example of Indian sculpture;
our faith was also connected with
them. But, in the past, many idols
were stolen and kept being taken out
of India. Sometimes in this country, at
times in another, these idols were
sold and for them they were just
pieces of art. Neither did they have
anything to do with their history, nor
with reverence attached to them. It is
our responsibility towards Mother
India to bring home these idols.
These idols embody a part of the soul
of India; faith as well. They also have
a cultural-historical  significance.
Realising this responsibility, India
increased her efforts. And resultantly,
it fostered a deterrent fear against

the tendency to steal.

Seated Buddha, Red f
Sandstone
Period; 7-8" Century CE
Provenance: Indian Origin

Reclamation of cultural
heritage - India’s faith

bbeing restored

The countries where these idols
were stolen and taken away to, also
started to feel now that it could also
have immense significance in the
diplomatic channel of soft power in
relations with India. India’s feelings
are associated with it; India's
reverence is attached as well, and,
in a way, it creates a lot of strength
in people-to-people relations as

well.




Just a few days ago, you must have
noted that the idol of Ma Annapurna
Devi, which was stolen from Kashi, was
also brought back. This is an example of
the changing global outlook towards
India. Till the year 2013, nearly 13 idols
had been brought back to India. But, in
the last seven years, India has
successfully brought back more than
200 precious idols. Many countries such
as America, Britain, Hollond, France,
Canada, Germany, Singapore have
understood this sentiment of India and
helped us to retrieve these idols.

When | went to America in September
last year, | came across a lot of ancient
idols and many artefacts of cultural
importance there. Whenever any
priceless heritage returns to the
country, it is naturally a matter of great
satisfaction for all of us, as an Indian,
as the one who has reverence for
history and archaeology, and the one
connected with faith and culture.

Friends,

Talking about Indian culture and our
heritage, today | want to introduce you
to two people in Mann Ki Baat.
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Passion for Indian
music among African
creative admirers

These days, two Tanzanian siblings, Kili
Paul and his sister Neema, are in the news
a lot on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram,
and I'm sure you too, must have heard
about them. They have a passion, a craze
for Indian music and for this reason they
are also very popular. Their technique of
Lip Sync shows how hard they work at it.
Recently, a video of him singing our
National Anthem ‘Jana Gana Mana’™ on
the occasion of Republic Day went viral.
A few days ago, he also paid a soulful
tribute to Lata didi by presenting her
song. | really appreciate these two
siblings Kili and Neema very much for
their wonderful creativity. A few days
ago, he has also been honoured at the
Indion Embassy in Tanzania. The
magic of Indian music is such that it
fascinates everyone.

I recall, a few years ago, singers-mu-
sicians from more than one hundred
and fifty countries of the world, in
their respective countries, in their
respective  costumes, made a
successful presentation of ‘Vaishnav
Jan’, the beloved bhajan of revered
Bapu, the favourite composition of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Today, when India is celebrating the
important festival of 75th year of its
Independence, similar initiatives can
be carried out regarding patriotic
songs, wherein foreign nationals or
famous singers from abroad are
invited to render Indian patriotic
songs. Not only this, if Kili and Neema
in Tanzania can lip sync the songs of
India in this manner. Arent there
many types of songs in my country, in
many languages of our country..
cant any Gujarati children do that
with Tamil songs...some children of
Kerala could do that with Assamese
songs... some Kannada children
could do that with songs of Jammu
and Kashmir! We can create such an
environment in which we will be able
to experience ‘Ek Bharat-Shreshtha
Bharat'. Not only this, we can definite-
ly celebrate ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav'in a novel way. | urge the youth of
the country to make videos of the
popular songs of Indian languages in
their own way. You will become very
popular! And the diversity of the
country will be introduced to the new
generation.




My dear countrymen,

just a few days ago, we celebrated
International Mother Language Day.
Those who are learned can give a lot
of academic input about where the
word mother tongue came from, how it
originated. | would emphasise about
mother tongue that as our mother
moulds our life, in the same manner,
mother tongue also shapes our life.
The mother and mother tongue, both
together strengthen the foundation of
life; lending it permanence. Just like we
cannot abandon our mother, similarly,
we cannot leave our mother tongue
either. | remember an incident of
yesteryears, when | had gone to
America, | would get a chance to visit
different families.

Once | went to a Telugu family and |
got to see a very happy scenario there.
They told me that they had made a
rule in the family that no matter how
busy one were to be, if they were not
outstation, then all the family
members would have dinner sitting at
the table together and equally
compulsory on the dinner table was
conversing in Telugu language only.
This was also the rule for the children
who were born there. Seeing this love
for the mother tongue, | was highly
impressed by this family.

Friends, even after 75 vyears of

independence, some people are
facing a mental dilemma due to which
they have reservations with regard to
their language, their dress, their food
and drink, whereas, it is not like this

anywhere else in the world.
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International Mother
Language Day

It is our mother tongue; we should
speak it with pride. And, our India is so
rich in terms of languages that it just
cannot be compared. The biggest
beauty of our languages is that from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from Kutch to
Kohima, hundreds of languages and
thousands of dialects, which are
different from each other but are
mutually integrated..many languages
— one expression. For centuries, our
languages have been evolving whilst
learning from each other and have
been refining themselves, developing
The
language Tamil is in India and every

each other. world’s  oldest
Indian should be proud that we have
such a significant heritage of the
world. In the same way, many ancient
their

Sanskrit

scriptures are also there;

expression too is in our

language.



The people of India are proud to be
associated with 121 forms of mother
tongues and 14 of these languages are
spoken by more than 1 crore people in
everyday life.

Many  Europeadn

countries do not have a total
population than the people who are
associated with 14 different languages
in our country. In the year 2019, Hindi
was ranked third among the most
spoken languages of the world. Every
Indian should be proud of this too.
Language is not just a medium of
expression, but also serves to preserve
the culture and heritage of the society.
Surjan Parohi ji is doing similar work in
Suriname to save the heritage of his
language. He turned 84 on the 2nd of
this month. His forefathers also went to
Suriname years ago, along with

thousands of workers, to earn a living.
Surjan Parohi ji writes very good poetry
in  Hindi;
among the national poets there. That

his name is considered

is, even today Hindustan beats in his

heart; there is a fragrance of the soil of
India in his works. The people of
Suriname have also built a museum in

the name of Surjan Parohi ji. It is very
heartening for me that in the year 2015,
I had the opportunity to honour him.

-riends

Today, that is, 27th February is also
Marathi Bhasha Gaurav Divas.

d FHerdt de sififalem Ferst amer
fesTrean gfées efateal”

This day is dedicated to Marathi
Kaviraj, Vishnu Vaman Shirvadkar ji,
Shriman Kusumagraj ji. Today is also
the birth anniversary of Kusumagraj ji.
Kusumagraj ji wrote poems in Marathi,
wrote many plays, and took Marathi
literature to new heights.

Friends, our languages have their own
special characteristics; mother tongue
has its own science. For understanding
this science, emphasis has been laid
on studies in the local language in the
National Education Policy. Efforts are
being made that our professional
courses should also be taught in the
regional languages. In Azadi Ka Amrit
Kaal, we all should lend momentum to
this effort together; this is a work
indicative of self-respect. | would like
you to know about the qualities of
whatever mother tongue you speak
and write something in it.




Friends,

A few days ago, | had a meeting with
my friend and former Prime Minister of
Kenya, Raila Odinga. This meeting was
interesting but also very emotional.
Since we are very good friends, we also
discuss freely. While both of us were in
a conversation, Odinga ji told about his
daughter. His daughter Rosemary had
a brain tumour and because of this
she had to undergo surgery. However,
one side-effect of this was that
Rosemary almost lost her eyesight;
she stopped seeing. You can imagine
what must have happened to the
daughter... and we can also guess the

condition of the father, we can

understand his feelings.

In hospitals all over the world... there
was not any major country in the
world, where he had not tried his best
for the treatment of his daughter. He
searched the big countries of the
world, but, there was no success and
in a way, giving up all hopes, there
was an atmosphere of despair in the
entire household. Meanwhile,
someone suggested him to come to
India for Ayurveda treatment and
even though he had tried a lot and
was tired, yet he thought that let’s try
once again.. see what happens! He
came to India, started getting his
daughter treated at an Ayurvedic

hospital in Kerala.




The daughter stayed here for a long
time. The effect of this Ayurvedic
treatment was such that Rosemary’s
eyesight returned to a great extent. You
could imagine, as if a new lease of life
was given and light came back into
Rosemary’s life. As the new light has
come in the whole family, Odinga ji was
so emotional while telling me this and
he wished that the knowledge and
science of Ayurveda of India, should be
brought to Kenya.

v
Growing relevance of
traditional Indian
knowledge-
Acknowledging the
miraculous Ayurveda

The type of plants that are used in it will
be cultivated by them and he will do his
best to get more people to benefit from

it. It is a matter of great happiness for
me that from our land, our tradition
has alleviated such a great suffering
from someone’s life.

You will also be happy to hear this.
Which Indian would not be proud of it?
We all know that not only Odinga ji but
lakhs of people across the world are
reaping similar benefits from Ayurveda.

Prince Charles from Britain is also one
of the big admirers of Ayurveda.
Whenever | meet him, he definitely
mentions Ayurveda. He is also aware
of many Ayurvedic institutions of India.

Friends, in the last seven years a lot
of attention has been paid to the
promotion  of
country. The formation of the Ministry
of AYUSH has further strengthened
our resolve

Ayurveda in the

to popularise our
traditional methods of medicine and
health. I am very happy that in the
last few years many new start-ups
have emerged in the field of
Ayurveda. The AYUSH Start-up
Challenge started earlier this month.
The goal of this challenge is to
identify and support the start-ups
working in this field. | urge the youth
working in this field, that they should
take part in this challenge.




Friends,

Once people are determined to do
something together, they do wonderful
things. There have been many such
big changes in the society, in which
public participation, collective effort,
has played a significant role. One such
mass movement named “Mission Jal
Thal” is underway in Srinagar, Kashmir.
This is a unique effort to clean the
lakes and ponds of Srinagar and
restore their old glory. The focus of
“Mission Jal Thal” is on “Kushal Saar’
and “Gil Saar”. Along with public
participation, a lot of help of
technology is also being taken in this.
To find out where there has been
encroachment, where illegal
construction has taken place, a formal
survey of this area was carried out.
Along with this, a campaign to remove
plastic waste and clean up the waste

was also launched.

In the second phase of the mission, a
lot of effort was also made to restore
the old water channels and 19 springs
filling the lake. In order to spread more
and more awareness about the
importance of this Restoration Project,
local people and youth were also
made Water Ambassadors. Now the
local people here are also taking
efforts for increasing the number of
migratory birds and fish in “Gil Saar
Lake” and are also happy to see it. My
the
people of Srinagar for this wonderful

heartiest congratulations to

effort.

Friends, the ‘Clean India Mission’
started by the country eight years ago,
with the passage of time, it expanded
manifold and new innovations were

also added.

Attaining sustainability through people’s participation:
Jal Thal mission dedicated to conservation of
land and waterbodies
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Wherever you go in India, you will find that
some effort is being made for cleanliness
everywhere. | have come to know about one
such attempt in Kokrajhar, Assam. Here a
group of morning walkers have taken a very
commendable initiative under the ‘Clean
and Green Kokrajhar' mission. All of them
gave a motivational message of cleanliness
by cleaning the three kilometre long road in
the new flyover area. Similarly, under the
‘Clean India Campaign’ in Visakhapatnam,
cloth bags are being promoted instead of
polythene.  People here are also
campaigning against Single Use Plastic
products to keep the environment clean.
Along with this, these people are also
spreading awareness to segregate the
waste at home. The students of Somaiya
College in Mumbai have also included
beautification in  their campaign of
cleanliness. They have decorated the walls of
Kalyan railway station with  beautiful
paintings. An inspiring example from Sawai
Madhopur in Rajasthan has also come to my
notice. The youth here have started a
campaign named ‘Mission Beat Plastic’ in
Ranthambore, in which plastic and polythene
have been removed from the forests of
Ranthambore. This spirit of Sabka Prayas,
everyone’s  effort  strengthens  public
participation in the country and when there is
public participation, even the biggest goals
are definitely met.

‘Clean and green
Kokrajhar” Mission




My dear countrymen,

Just a few days from today,
International Women's Day will be
celebrated all over the world on the 8th
March. We have been sharing many
examples related to the courage, skill,
and talent of women in ‘Mann Ki Baat'.
Today, whether it is Skill India, Self Help
Group, small or big industries, women
the

Wherever you see, women are dispelling

have taken lead everywhere.
old myths. Today, in our country, From
Parliament to Panchayat, women are
reaching newer heights in different
fields. In the Army too, daughters are
now playing responsibilities in new and
bigger roles and are protecting the
country. Last month on Republic Day, we
saw that daughters were flying modern
fighter planes too. The country also lifted
the restrictions on the admission of
daughters in  Sainik Schools, and
daughters are taking admission in
Sainik Schools all over the country.
Similarly, look at the startup world, in the
recent years, thousands of new startups
opened in the country. About half of
these startups have women in director
roles. In the recent past, decisions like
increasing maternity leave for women
have been taken. The country is trying to
give equal rights to sons and daughters
by fixing a common age for marriage.
Due to this, the participation of women is
increasing in every field.

Emancipation of women
and changing
perceptions:

Indian women getting
empowered

You must be noticing another major
change happening in the country. This
change is the success of our social
campaigns. Take the success of Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao), today the sex ratio
in the country has improved. The
number of girls going to school has also
improved. With this we also have a
responsibility that our daughters do not
drop out of school. Similarly, women in
the country have got freedom from
open defecation under the ‘Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan’. A social evil like triple
talaq is also coming to an end. Ever
since the law against triple talaq has
come into being, there has been a
reduction of 80 percent in triple talaq
cases in the country. How are all these
changes happening in such a short
span of time? This change is coming
because women themselves are now
leading the change and progressive
efforts in our country.



My dear countrymen, tomorrow the
28th of February is ‘National Science
Day'. This day is also known for the
discovery of Raman Effect. Along with
CV Raman ji, | pay my respectful
tribute to all the scientists who have
contributed significantly in enriching
our scientific journey.

Friends,

technology has secured an important
place in our lives in the realm of ease
and simplicity. Which technology is
good and what is the better use of that
technology, we are well acquainted
with all these subjects. On this Science
Day, | urge all the families to definitely
start with small efforts to develop a
scientific temperament in their children.

But, it is also true that the basis of that
technology, the underlying science is
something that we neglect in
conveying to the children of our family.

Now, for example - poor vision

improves after wearing glasses,
vision improves with clarity, Children
can easily be explained on the
science behind it. It's not that one
should restrict oneself to just looking
at the glasses and enjoying. Now you
can simply explain to the child on a
small piece of paper. Now the child
uses a mobile phone.. how does a
calculator work, how does a remote

control work, what are sensors?

Future of India in Science and Innovation: Current accessibility
creating capacities in future
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Along with this, are such scientific
elements also discussed in the house?
Maybe we can easily explain these
things behind the everyday functioning
of the household, what is the inherent
science behind a phenomenon. In the
same way, have we ever indulged in
stargazing together with the children?
There must have been conversations
about stars in the night. Different
constellations appear, tell them about
them. By doing this, you can create a
new interest in children towards physics
and astronomy. Nowadays, there are
also many apps through which you can
locate the stars and planets, or, you can
identify the star which is visible in the sky
and can also know about it. | will also tell
our startups that you should employ
your skills and scientific character in the
work related to nation-building. This is
also our Collective Scientific
Responsibility towards the country. Like,
nowadays | see that our startups are
doing very well in the world of virtual
reality.

My dear countrymen,

This time too, we discussed many
subjects. Many festivals are lined up in
the coming month of March like Shivratri.
A few days later we will all will start
preparing for Holi. Holi is a festival that
unites us all. In this festival, all
differences between near-dear ones
and strangers, big and small, rancour
and envy disappear.

13




That is why it is said that the colours of
love and harmony are thicker than the
colours of Holi. Along with Gujiya in Holi,
there is a unique sweetness of
relationships as well. We have to
strengthen these bonds further, and
relations are not only with the people
of our family but also with the people
who are part of your larger family. You
have to remember the most important
way to do so. This is the way of
celebrating the festival through ‘Vocal
for Local. You should buy local
products on festivals, so that the lives
of the people living around you also
become colourful and vibrant. The
success with which our country is

fighting the battle against Corona and

moving  forward is  imparting
enthusiasm to the festivals manifold.
With this very zeal, we have to
celebrate our festivals, and at the
same time, we have to maintain our
caution. | wish you all a very Happy
festival season. | will always be waiting
for your words, your letters and your

messages.

o

towards Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan
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RECLAMATION

OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

‘ ‘ India has been able to bring in one
of its valuable treasures from
ltaly. This treasure is a over
thousand years old statue of
Avalokiteshvara Padmapani. This
idol was stolen a few years ago
from the Kundalpur temple of
Gaya ji in Bihar. But after many
efforts, now India has got this
statue back. , ’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address)

It is incredible to be able to get
back our precious heritage, the
definitely
changing. | am an eyewitness

message is

to the talks where the Indian
side made it very clear that for
the world it would be mere
artefacts but for India, they are
the idols of our gods. It is an
extremely emotional, spiritual
and cultural heritage for us.

Amish Tripathi
Litterateur
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India’s faith being restored

The Ministry of Culture, which is
involved in preserving and developing
the cultural heritage of India, is working
tirelessly to give special attention to
the objects and places of cultural
importance. The Ministry of Culture has
taken up the work of saving the
precious gems of arts and crafts that
have survived from being destroyed
by the tyrants. In this regard , the
Ministry of Culture has given impetus
to the efforts of bringing back the
objects of ancient culture and faith,
sent abroad by art smugglers from
India, continuously for hundreds of
years. According to them, the Ministry
of Culture is working closely with the
Ministry of External Affairs to bring back
antiquities that have heritage value
and local importance. Faith in those
that have been taken away from their
ancestral  inheritance  will  be

re-established.



In his Mann Ki Baat address this month,

Prime  Minister ~ Narendra  Modi
mentioned these efforts and started
his address with the good news that
we are bringing home a centuries-old
heritage, which is Avalokiteshvara

Padmapani.

Avalokiteshvara
Padmapani

Important works, which were taken
away from India to other countries, are
being brought back to the country by
the Modi government. In this respect
on February 1, 2022, the idol of Lord
‘Avalokitesvat  Padmapani’ of the
8th-12th century was recovered. Then,
it was handed over to the Indian

Consulate in Milan, Italy.

On the recovery of the idol, the
Indian Consulate said that the idol
was stolen in the year 2000 after
being preserved for nearly 1200
years at Devisthan Kundalpur
Temple, Kurkihar (Bihar). This idol of
Avalokiteshvara Padmapani, made
of stone, dates back to the 8th-12th
century. In the idol, Lord Buddha is
standing with a lotus in his left hand.

The Prime Minister also shared the
information regarding the recovery
of the Idol in his February 2022
‘Mann Ki Baat address. Local
residents and historians believe
that when Nalanda University was
flourishing, Kurkihar used to be a
center of arts and crafts. The local
people are very happy with the
information on the recovery of this
idol, which was stolen about 20-22

yedars ago.

In 2005, the Government of India
sent two sculptures to the World
Sculpture  Exhibition. The local
resident Prof. Surendra Prasad
Singh says that Kurkiharis not just a
village, it is a history, to which
Buddhist and

legends are also associated.

ancient  history

Local residents Sanjeev Kumar,
Bhushan Singh, Vibhuti Kumar,
Sadhusharan  Singh, Anil  Singh,
Awadh Bihari say that many more
things can come to the fore if this
citadel is excavated.



It is a matter of great happiness

that in addition to the prosperity of
Kashi, the Honble Prime Minister
has taken a big step to bring back
the idol of Maa Annapurna from

Canada and restore it to Kashi.

Anand Tyagi
Vice Chancellor,
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth

This idol was stolen from the
Ghat 108 years ago. This idol has
come back due to the efforts of
our beloved Prime Minister.

Priest Amarnath Upadhyay
Kashi Vishwanath Temple
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Maa Annapurnd

The historical statue of Maa Annapurna,
believed by various scholars to be of
different times, was stolen about 109
years ago. This idol was stolen from the
Annapurna temple in Varanasi around
1913 and became part of the McKenzie Art
Gallery collection of the University of
Regina, Canada. The Vice Chancellor of
the University, while correcting the
mistake, handed over this statue to Ajay
Bisaria, the High Commissioner of India in
Ottawa last year and Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath restored it
to its original place with full honours.

Prof. Suman Jain, who is affiliated with
the Department of Ancient History,
Culture and Archeology, Banaras Hindu
University, believes that Annapurna Maa
has always been associated with the
splendour of Kashi, and it is believed that
Lord Vishwanath came to Kashi on the
request of Maa Parvati and it is Maa
Parvati who is seated here in the form of
Maa Annapurna.



Dr. Meenakshi Singh, associated with
the Department of Ancient History,
Culture and Archeology of Banaras
Hindu University, believes that both Baba
Vishwanath and Maa Annapurna have
always been the center of faith of Kashi.
Amarnath Upadhyay, the priest of Kashi
Vishwanath temple, became emotional
with the restoration of Maa Annapurna.

With the restoration of the cultural
heritage of India, lakhs of devotees are
diving into the ocean of faith and are
continuously engaged in worship.

Anand Tyagi, the Vice Chancellor of
Mahatma Gandhi  Kashi  Vidyapeeth,
emphasizes the deep beliefs, the locals
have on Maa Annapurna. One most
common belief is that no one sleeps
hungry in the Kashi region due to the
blessings of Maa Annapurna. As her
devotees are always there to provide
food for hungry people. In this way, the
ongoing efforts for the return of artefacts
and sculptures of various cultural and
spiritual importance to India are being
highly appreciated by the people.

This city of Kashi has been blessed.
We all thank Hon'ble Prime Minister
for establishing Maa Annapurna ji
in Kashi and for his resolve to bring
back the country's heritage from
every corner of the world.

Dr. Meenakshi Singh
Banaras Hindu University




“ Recently, on the occasion of
Republic Day, a video of two
Tanzanian siblings, Kili Paul and
Neema Paul singing our national
anthem ‘Jana Gana Mana’ had
become very viral. A few days
back, he had also paid a soulful
tribute to Lata didi by singing a
song. | greatly appreciate this
brother and sister duo, Kili and

this  wonderful

Neema, for

creativity. , ’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address)

India is a country of selfless
and pure-hearted people.

Once Indians start liking you,

they do not think about things

like class, country, level and

this is what makes India

special. Kili Paul

21

KILI PAUL &

Kili Paul and Neema Paul are clear
examples of the heights your love can

take you to.

Hundreds of kilometers away from India,
this brother and sister duo of the East
African country, Tanzania would have
hardly thought that the Prime Minister of
a large country like India would include

them in his speech.

This unimaginable thing became true
when Prime Minister Narendra Modli, in his
monthly address 'Mann Ki Baat of
February 2022, spoke about them and

their affinity for Indian culture.

During the discussion on the topic of
mother language and pride, special
mention was made of Kili and Neema.
Belonging to the famous Masai tribe of
Tanzania, Kili and Neema came into
limelight a few days back due to their
love for Bollywood on various social
platforms and after one of their videos
made on an Indian song went viral. They

became an internet sensation overnight.



Kili and Neema live in the outskirts of the economic capital of Tanzania,

Dar-es-Salaam, (par es salaam) and are farmers by profession.

Shortly before this, Kili and Neema Paul of
Tanzania showed their respect for India
and Indians by making a video of our
national anthem "Jana Gana Mana” by
lip-syncing on the occasion of Republic
Day in Tanzania. Kili Paul was felicitated by
the High Commissioner of India, Binay
Pradhan.

While millions of people are loving the

lip-syncing
songs on the internet, the hard work of the

videos of their Bollywood

Paul brother and sister for a language they
don't understand is visible.

Thank you very much for giving us
love, India. We will not disappoint you
and will try to do our best for you

continuously.

Kili paul
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Itis his passion for Indian music that
has probably made Kili a superstar
so quickly.

After the mention of the Prime
Minister, both the siblings who have
been everywhere on the internet are
still bewildered. In an interview given
to an African news agency;, Kili said
that he has been a fan of Bollywood
movies and music since childhood.
He started making such videos just
for the purpose of entertainment.
He did not even know that he would
be liked so much on the Internet.
Before making any song track
video, he practices its lyrics for at
least two days. Regarding their hard
work they say, “When you like to do
something, it becomes very easy to
learn it”.



26-year-old Kili and 23-year-old Neema
are seen dressed as per Maasai culture in
their videos. The duo do ancestral work
like animal husbandry for a living and hail

from a humble background.

Neema then says that Kili's passion for
music can be appreciated from the fact
that there is no electricity in their village
and Kili has to go to the nearby town of
Lugoba daily to charge his phone. But
even after that, his love, energy and
passion for making such videos s

increasing day by day.

Indian High Commissioner Binay

Pradhan presenting the citation to
Kili Paul

Exclusive
conversation with
Kili and Neema Paul

Kili and Neema Paul, brother and
sister duo living in a small village in
Tanzania, were surprised when they
heard their mention in Mann Ki Baat
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
when the Indian High Commissioner
in Tanzania honoured them with a
citation. This was such a moment in
his life which he was unable to

express in words.

It was unimaginable for him to be
praised and honoured by the Prime
Minister of India. Kili says that India is
a country of selfless and
pure-hearted people. Once Indians
start liking you, then things like class,
country, level do not come to mind
and this is the greatness of India.
According to Kili, if the Prime Minister,
who is the leader of such a large
country, talks about an ordinary
person in his address, it is a big thing
in itself. That is why Kili is soon going
to thank the Prime Minister in his own

style.



Having an association with Indian
films and music since his childhood,
Kili is a fan of action films.

In the interview, he also spoke
dialogues of some recent films in his
own style.

As Kili grew up, he learned that his
favourite songs were not sung by the
actors they were filmed on, they
were just lip-synced. This inspired
him to start making lip-sync videos.

The hard work of Kili and Neema,
who have reached over 3 million fan
following, can be gauged from Kili's
reaction when asked how his family,
friends and neighbours view his
fame. The answer was surprising.

According to Kili people in his
society do not have smartphones,
nor are they interested in the
Internet. The people of the Maasai
civilisation lead a life based on
animal husbandry and live in their
own small world, they do not pay
attention to what is happening in the
rest of the world.

In such a situation, what would have
been the struggle to make Kili's
passion come true is well
understood. In his message to
Indians, Kili says, “Thank you so much
for showering us with love. We will
always try to do the best for you.”

The Prime Minister who is the
head of such a large country,
when he is talking about an
ordinary person, it is a big

thing in itself.

Kili Paul

Scan the QR code to
hear Kili and Neema

Paul's full conversation




66 Surjan Parohi ji is doing similar
work in Suriname to preserve
the heritage of his language.
Surjan Parohi ji writes very good
poetry in Hindi, his name is
taken among the national

poets there. That is, even today

Hindustan beats in his heart,

there is a smell of Hindustani

soil in his work. The people of

Suriname have also built a

museum named after Surjan

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address)

Parohi.

| am very proud that we, in the
country of Suriname have kept alive
the Indian culture. Our ancestors
have also created a Sanatani
language by mixing Dutch, Hindi

and Surinamese with the former
Hindi language, Awadhi, Maithili,
Bhojpuri, in  which we also
communicate.

Sandeep Umrao
Member, Suriname Hindi Council
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Shri Surjan Parohi is a famous poet
and writer, who is championing the
Hindi
country

in Surinaome, a
the South
American continent, far away from

language
located in
India.

Shri
versatility, is also a famous sculptor

Surjan  Parohi ji, rich in
of Suriname. He has composed
many poems, books, and plays as

well as directed them himself.

The songs written by him are
among
Surinamese of Indian origin. He

extremely popular
specializes in writing poems with
equal skill in the Surinamese, Hindi,
Dutch
languages.
exhibited his art by participating in
many exhibitions,

and  Saranan  Tongo

Parohi ji, who has

has received

dozens of awards for his
achievements. His favourite
themes, such as national

awareness and the unity of all
Surinamese, on which he has
written poetry and plays in a
mixture of Saranen Tongo, Dutch,
Hindi and Surinamese, have been

highly appreciated by the public.



Through his poetry, we can clearly see Surjcm Pa rohi

how his association with India and its thOnking the
Prime Minister
maijor role in maintaining the relevance thrOUgh thlS Poem

of Hindu culture and Hindi language in e A AR garare sie .
Suriname. He has received over 50 m*“maﬁmmﬁ

awards in  Suriname and other 3 AT GIUE AT o1El, HSYI &
countries for his contribution to RRCEITEC)] deeadt fAauft g,
literature. On 30 January 2022, of féemresa i At

culture is displayed. Bringing Hindi alive
in Suriname, Shri Parohi ji has played a

Suriname Hindi Council and Vidya FET A SrAPET DT ”E”E
. . . = S A BT AH g3 R,
Niwas Sahitya Sansthan, Suriname awaﬂﬁq@w%
honoured him with the 'Sanskriti Ratan az&nzaaﬁagéerqﬂam%
Samman’  award  through  the mwamamg
Ambassador of India to Suriname, Shri 3Tch] Teh §a A abe

Shankar Balachandran. Shri Surjan Eﬁawﬁwwé

Parohi ji named his house "Hastinapur” @ﬂmwﬁ'ﬁ
ol HA UST 2, FeAT &, ST 2,

which was the capital of Kaurava

dynasty and the story of Mahabharata ﬁmggwﬁ%
was written in its own right. This reflects uggﬂsﬁaaﬁmuaj'mﬁ?rﬁ?
his fascination for Indian culture and its g}gaaamaﬁazag

origin. Shri Parohi's grandfather in 1895 aﬁa‘rsrqmﬁwa'ﬁl

came to Suriname as an immigrant Wﬁﬂﬁ%éﬁtﬂﬁ

from India and today the words of & farendt §, eI,

3ie 31y reTdite 8 3d ITE

3l ATl AR [ASTE,

A TA AN AHee TN fRATE,

ajee faseft it wma g o7dt daman
3972 B3 egd ol fabseft &t e gamar

Surjan Parohi are building a bridge
between India and Surinamese people.

T HS Bl TG 2, 3T
Hte-aren dae, Geotel QI ey

Poem by Surjan
parohi Scan QR code
to listen
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On the occasion of Shri Surjan
84th Dbirthday, the
Ambassador of India to Suriname,
Shri Shankar Balachandran,

Parohi's

unveiled the statue of Shri Parohi

on 2 February 2022, and
inaugurated the ‘Surjan Parohi
Museum'.

27

The basic principles of Sanatam
Dharma are still alive in Suriname. The
biggest confirmation of this is that the
Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra
Modi, who follows the principles of
Lord Shri
mentioned the national poet of the

Ram Chandra ji, has
country of Suriname, Shri Surjan
Parohi ji, in his address. He has also
named his many poetic and theatrical
performances and showed his
respect for Parohiji's literary, religious,

social work and cultural activities.

Pandit Nitin Jagabandhan
Chairman Shri Sanatan
Dharma Mahasabha, Suriname

Many Surinamese people learn Hindi
through Indian Movies and All India
Radio. So Hindi
Suriname.

is still alive in

Sharmila Ramratan
Resident, Suriname



“ Friends, today, February 27, is

also Marathi Bhasha Gaurav MARATHI BHASHA

Diwas.

“Zqd ALIS1 §¢ dTITIcTeT HALTB
3Te fdoTrean gfdes 2[at<all”

This day is dedicated to
Marathi poet, Vishnu Baman-
Shirvadkat, popularly known
as Kusumagraj ji. Today is
also the birth anniversary of
Kusumagraj ji. Kusumagraj ji
wrote poems in Marathi, wrote
many plays, and took Marathi
literature to new heights . 99

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address)




India is a unique link between linguistic
and cultural equality and diversity.

Hindi is the top most spoken language in
India and Marathi language is the first
choice of about 7.1 percent of Indians. Just
as Hindi Diwas is celebrated to show pride
in  Hindi, Marathi Gaurav diwas is
celebrated in the same way to bring the
importance of Marathi language to the
masses.

Marathi Language Day is celebrated every
year on 27th February to ensure larger
spread of Marathi language and to
maintain its pride and honour for centuries.

Marathi Bhasha Gaurav Diwas was started
on the birthday of senior Marathi poet
Vishnu Vaman Shirvadkar “Kusumagrajj ji’,
who played an important role in the
cultural and literary offerings of Marathi
language. Poet Kusumagraj ji, who has
made an unprecedented contribution to
the culture and language in the Marathi
region, has also made tireless efforts for
the expansion of Marathi. He was an
eminent Marathi poet, playwright, novelist,
short story writer and humanitarian. He
wrote 16 volumes of poems, three novels,
eight volumes of short stories, seven
volumes of essays, 18 plays and six
one-parts, all of which focused on social
themes such as freedom, justice and
poverty.

He has also been honoured with ‘Jnanpith
Award' for his literary contribution. After his
death in 1999, his birthday is celebrated as
Marathi Bhasha Gaurav Diwas on 27
February in his memory since 2013.
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Marathi litterateur
Rekha Bhandare
expressed her thoughts
on Kusumagraj ji.

The revered Vishnu Vaman Shirvadkar
has made a great
contribution in the field of Marathi
literature. His reputation in Marathi
literature is like that of a grandfather. The
foundation of his literature was based
on human values. He was a great
human being and an exceptional writer.
This humanity within him made him
humble. He was a prodigious, brilliant,
energetic talent. He has written more
than 50 books. His contribution to dll
forms of literature is immense. His
contribution in poetry, drama, story,
novel, fine-essay, review, philosophy,
journalism, language thought, literary
thought is unparalleled.
As a poet of humanity and full of strong
national sentiments, he has secured a
special place not only in Marathi
literature but also in the whole world
literature in composing such poetry. His
poems and plays have influenced the
depths of society. He understood the
power of the word and also explained it
to the society.
Our respected Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi spoke his mind about
Kusumagraj ji a few days back.
Sensitivity towards humanity and
society, these quadlities are ingrained in
both these great personalities.
Whatever this is, | find this a pleasant
coincidence.As a Marathi citizen, | feel
proud to hear his words about revered
Kusumagraj ji.
Rekha Bhandare
Litterateur




GLOBAL RECOGNITION
OF TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE

Odinga ji was so emotional while
telling me this and he wished
that the knowledge and science
of Ayurveda of India, should be
brought to Kenya. The type of
plants that are used in it will be
cultivated by them and he will do
his best to get more people to

benefit fromiit.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his Mann Ki Baat address)
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Indian culture is the world's most
ancient, deep and esoteric culture. Its
abundant knowledge and lifestyle
remain a mystery to the west even
today.

The fame of Indian knowledge can
be gauged from the fact that
students from all over the world used
to come to our educational centres
to get education, and the precious
gem of this mine of knowledge is
‘Ayurveda’, which protects health.

The word ayurveda, which is derived
from the combination of two words,
Ayu + Veda, means The Science of
Life. Ayurveda has evolved from
various Vedic mantras, in which the
basic elements/philosophy of the
world and life, diseases and
medicines have been described.

The knowledge accumulated by
ancient saints Vagbhata, Sushruta,
Chyavan, Charaka, etc. has been
used in India to treat illness and
health philanthropy.



In this sequence, the uniqueness of Ayurveda
medicine has been experienced, this time by
Ms. Rosemary Odinga, daughter of former
Prime Minister of Kenya, Mr. Raila Odinga. In
2017, Rosemary had to undergo a surgery due
to an ailment of the optic nerve. Her vision was
greatly aoffected post-surgery and this

became a big reason of worry for her family.

To get her vision treated, Rosemary received
treatment in many medically advanced
countries of the world, but she did not get any

relief.

Rosemary mentions that she was without
much hope when she came to Indias
Sreedhareeyam Ayurvedic Eye Hospital and
Research Centre in 2019-20. The results of her
treatments in  other countries  had
demoralized her. Situated in Koothattukulam
in Ernakulom District of Kerala, this Ayurvedic
eye hospital not only increased the morale of
Rosemary but helped her regain her lost
eye-sight within a few weeks of treatment.
This brought boundless happiness to her

family.

Her father, Raila Odinga became a fan
of Ayurvedic treatment and requested
Sreedhareeyam to open one branch in
Kenya. According to Kenyan news
sources, Raila Odinga wants the
Kenyan people to get the benefits of
this traditional, simple and side-effect
free school of medicine i.e. Ayurveda,
and he is working towards this goal. As
Prime Minister Narendra Modi informed
the country about this in his address,
Raila Odinga had discussed this
subject with him.

Shri Dharmendra Kumar's mother is
undergoing  her
Sreedhareeyam Ayurvedic Eye Hospital
and Research Centre. She lost the sight
of her left eye due to diabetes. He
turned to Ayurveda for this treatment
as Allopathy had no cure for her
condition. Today, his mother is 70%
better than before. He considers this as
nothing less than a miracle and wants
Ayurveda to be popularised so that
other patients can also benefit from it.

treatment in

Keeping this in mind, the Ministry of
AYUSH has done a lot for the promotion
of Ayurveda in recent years.

Koothattukulam’s councilor Mr.

Sunil Kumar expressed his gratitude
to the Prime Minister on this subject.
He also said that with the help of the

Centre and State government,
Koothattukulam will develop fast
and Ayurveda will again get its
place in the mainstream school of
medicines.



The Irreversible Tipping
Point of Global Ayurveda

Sarbananda Sonowal
(Minister, Ministry of Ayush)

The country’s AYUSH Minister, Shri
Sarbananda Sonowal, has shared
information about some of those
efforts to bring in greater visibility
to the aura of Ayurveda, which is
shining on global stage.

The efforts of the Ministry of AYUSH in
the recent past have seen quite
significant applause from the highest
echelons of political and constitutional
authorities of the country. The rivulet of
independent identity of the Ministry
came to the surface of existence just
7-8 years ago, but the inherent
strength of these Indian systems of
healthcare and well-being, coupled
with the zeal and vision of a very
committed team took an exponential
growth path which has influenced the
mindset of not only the Indian masses
but the world community as well. And
all this is well deserved too.
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The symbols of respectable growth of
the AYUSH sector have become
emphatically visible over the last 3-4
years and the efficacy of mainly
Ayurveda and Yoga has been
acknowledged by the world during
the COVID times.

Had it not been for the visionary
support and strategic push to AYUSH
by Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, the synergised support garnered
through governmental and non-
governmental stakeholders would not
have been possible, neither the
international aura of AYUSH would
have so rapidly gained the sheen and
shine it has now. The sentiment of the
whole government of India was aptly
reflected in the address of Honble
President of India during his speech to
the joint session of the parliament
when he lauded government's efforts
in bringing in the WHO Global Centre
for Traditional Medicine (GCTM) to

India.




The fact that in a very short span of time,
AYUSH ministry has collaborated with
more than 50 countries for the promotion
of Ayurveda, Yoga and other Ayush
streams. The global academia and
research fraternity is realising the strength
and efficacy of Ayurveda and other Ayush
streams against the backdrop of most
challenging health issues the humanity is
facing currently. The variety and range of
topics on which these collaborations have
been based varies from pure science to
futuristic experimental domains of applied
sciences.

The efficacy of Ayurvedic interventions
during COVID definitely
convinced the world that it is a potential
solution to some of the toughest health
problems  of
consequence of this realisation, many
collaborative research projects have been

times has

mankind. As a broad

initioted with some of the worlds

renowned medical research institutions,
which speak about the growing influence
of Ayurveda in the changing world health
research scenario.
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When  the  American Herbal
Pharmacopeia last year signed an
MoU with Pharmacopeia Commission
for Indian Medicine and
Homoeopathy (PCIMH) digitally, it
laid the foundation of a very
significant pathway which is sure to
have far reaching consequences for
Indian traditional medicines in both
USA and whole Europe—of course it
symbolised the growing importance
of the need to come on a common
ground, worldwide, for uniform
pharmacopeidal standards for
traditional medicine.

Ministry of AYUSH through its International
cooperation cell is rigorously involved in
diverse activities for the promotion of
AYUSH globally. As of now, the Ministry
of AYUSH has collaborated with more
than 50 countries for the promotion of
Ayurveda, Yoga and all Ayush streams
by vitue of signing of the
country-to-country MoU, research
collaborations, MoU for establishing
academic chairs of Ayush in foreign
universities, setting up of
Ayurveda/Ayush hospitals/academic
institute, setting up of the herbal
garden, exchange of experts, the
deputation  of  Ayush  experts,
organising workshops, conferences etc.

Moreover, every year 104 seats are
allocated to foreign countries coming
from different parts of the world to
learn Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani etc, the
respective  Ayush systems. The
students are provided scholarships,
tuition fees, to and fro airfare etc. to
study Ayush systems in India.



As of now, the Ministry of AYUSH has
signed 25 Country-to-Country MoUs for
Cooperation in the field of Traditional
Medicine and Homoeopathy with Nepal,
Bangladesh, Hungary, Trinidad &
Tobago, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mongolia,
Turkmenistan, Myanmar, WHO- Geneva,
Germany (Joint declaration), Iran, Sao
Tome & Principe, Equatorial Guineaq,
Cuba, Colombia, Japan (MoC), Bolivia,
Gambia, Republic of Guinea, China, St
Vincent and The Grenadines, Suriname,
Brazil and Zimbabwe. Under these MoUs,
the Ministry is conducting various

activities for the promotion of Ayush.

Apart from this, 32 MoUs for undertaking
Collaborative Research [ Academic
collaboration have been signed with
foreign institutes/universities and 14
MoUs for setting up AYUSH Academic
Chairs have been signed with foreign
institutes at Australia, Mauritius, Latvia,

Hungary, Slovenia, Armenia, Russiq,

Malaysia, South Africa, Bangladesh,
Thailand etc. Moreover, 37 AYUSH
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Information Cells have been set up
in 34 countries to disseminate
authentic information about AYUSH
systems of Medicine. Ayurveda day,
International Day of Yoga (IDY) etc.
are also being celebrated every year

through Ayush Information Cells.

The re-designated WHO Collaborative
Center (WHOCC) at Institute of
Teaching and Research in Ayurveda
(ITRA), Jamnagar has been given
extension for another four years, from
April 2021-April 2025. This collaboration
started way back in 2013 in recognition
of the knowledge based expert services
and specialties of ITRA in the field of
Ayurveda. WHO  designated the
Institute as Collaborative Center for
Traditional Medicines in the field of
Ayurveda previously in May 2013 for
four years. Considering the valuable
contribution by the institute during the
period of designation, it was
re-designated as WHO Collaborative
Center (WHOCC) for another four
years from April 2017 to April 2021, which

got further extended till April 2025.



Under the ambit of this, ITRA has
taken many activities like
Rationalization and Standardization
of Health Promotion Guidelines of
Ayurveda, Development of Standard
Ayurveda Treatment Protocols for
Lifestyle Disorders, : Organization of
Orientation Training Programmes for
Foreign and National  Medical
Professionals and WHO Fellows &
Officials on Scientific Aspects and
Evidence-based uses of Ayurveda,
Development of a Base Paper for
Regional Consultation on Enhancing
Communication between Traditional
Medicine Practitioners and Modern
Medicine Practitioners, Development of
Strategic Measures and Capacity
Building Programme for strengthening
of Pharma vigilance of Traditional
Medicines, Training on Clinical Research
Methodology for Traditional Medicine,
Support WHO in the development of “WHO
Benchmarks for Practice in - Ayurveda and
Panchakarma’

Ministry is involved in collaborative

research  activities with  many
countries like a  randomised
double-blind placebo-controlled

Crossover study of individualised
Ayurveda management in

sub-optimally controlled Type 2

diabetes mellitus has been taken up
between Central Council for Research in
Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), Ministry of
AYUSH, the Government of Republic of
India and University of Latvia (UL) and
Arya Vaidya Pharmacy, Baltics SIA (AVP).
Various studies have been initiated. CCRAS
is also in collaboration with the Department
of Neurology and Complementary Medicine,
Lutheran Hospital, Hattingen, Germany.
Letter of intent has been sighed between the
CCRAS and Office of Cancer
Complementary and Alternative Medicine
(occAM), National Cancer Institute, NIH,
Dept. of Health & Human Services,
Government of the USA.

This Covid-19 pandemic has given the
opportunity to the globe to think seriously on
the prevention and wellness aspect.
“Swasthasya Swasthya rakshanam” is the
prime focus of the community these days.
This concept is very well defined in the
Charaka Samhita, one of the prime
scriptures of Ayurveda.

For the sake of going a little deeper in
detailing the growing influence and the
strength of the Ayush system in mitigation of
COVID-19 and the outcome of the clinical
trials conducted on Ayush formulations for
mitigation of COVID-19 in India, let me
reiterate a few things. The Ministry of Ayush,
with the collaboration of foreign reputed
institutes/orgonizations from USA, UK,
Germany, Brazil, and South Africa has
initiated clinical trials on mutually identified
Ayush formulations for the mitigation of
COVID-19. The All India Institute of Ayurveda
and London School of Hygiene & Tropical
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Medicine (LSH&TM), UK has signed an
agreement for conducting the randomised,
placebo-controlled double-blind trial study
on “Ashwagandha for promoting recovery
from Covid-19 in the UK’ on 22 July 202],
which has been duly approved by the
Medicines and Healthcare  Products
Regulatory Agency (MHRA) and certified by
WHO-GMP.

It is being conducted and monitored as
per the internationally recognized GCP
(Good Clinical Practices) guidelines.
Furthermore, All India Institute of Ayurveda
is involved with Frankfurter Innovations
ZentrumBiotechnologie ~ GmbH (Fiz),
Frankfurt Germany for “Understanding the
molecular mechanism of Guduchyadi
tablets in combating COVID-19 infection-
In-vitro & in-vivo study”. A Tripartite MoU
signed between All India Institute of
Ayurveda (AlIA), Future Vision Instituto,
and University of Sao Paulo, Brazil on
Cooperation and Collaboration in the
Field of Ayurveda.

Under the Agreement for Performance of
Work between World Health Organization
and Institute of Teaching and Research In
Ayurveda, has been findlized for the
project —“To review Ayush interventions on
COVID-19 in India: A living systematic
review” (Timeframe: 20 January 2021 to
10 August 2021), the final draft of which
has been submitted to WHO SEARO.)
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The Ministry of Ayush developed a
mechanism  for  accreditation
schemes for Ayurveda courses
running across the globe and
which are not covered under any
regulatory body to bring the
uniformity and standardisation of
Ayurveda  education  globally.
Under the ambit of this, the Ministry
has recognised Ayurveda & Yoga
courses conducted by Maharishi
European  Research  University,
Netherlands.  Ministry is  also
exploring  possibilities  for the
Establishment of European Institute
of Ayurvedic Sciences (EIAS) in
University of Debrecen, Hungary

(up)

The Ministry has deputed an
Ayurveda Expert at Yoga and
Traditional Medicine Centre,
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan and is in
process for deputation of an
Ayurveda expert at Panchakarma
centre established at Cuba. And
also exploring the similar kind of
opportunities in other countries as
well.

This is not an exhaustive narration,
but it suffices, | feel, to give a
broader idea that the growth of
Ayurveda, based on its innate
potential for the wellbeing of
humanity on a scientific basis, has
moved ahead of the irreversible

tipping point.



“Friends, once people decide to do
something together, they do
wonderful things. There have been
many such big changes in the
society, where public participation
and collective efforts have has
played a big role. One such mass
movement named “"Mission Jal
Thal® is going on in Srinagar,
Kashmir. This is a unique effort to
clean the lakes and ponds of
Srinagar and restore their old glory.
I congratulate the people of
srinagar for this wonderful effort. 99

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his ‘Mann Ki Baat' address)

Under ‘Mission Jal-Thal in district
Srinagar, massive work has been
taken up for the renovation of water
bodies. Mision Jal Thal is not only

about the government department
but involves participation from civil
societies and community as well.

Ejaz Asad
DC, Srinagar
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MISSION

Thanks to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi ji for highlighting the Mission
Jal Thal of Srinagar. Our beautiful
lokes are inextricably linked with
the country's history, culture and
customs.

To preserve the natural heritage,
commendable work has been
done by Ejoz Asad, (Deputy
Commissioner) and his team.

Manoj Sinha
Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir

* PIol DEal & e & FerH T
gl &hdl, Th URRE al qdtad &
These lines by Hindi poet Dushyant
Kumar are a mirror of human nature
and efforts. If efforts are made

together, then nothing is impossible
and it is clearly visible in Srinagar.

The Mission Jal-Thal was started in
the year 2021 by the district
administration in  Srinagar.  The
objective was to rejuvenate the Gil
Sar and Khushal Sar twin lakes
located in the downtown area of
Srinagar.



Until about 50 years ago, it was a
thriving ecosystem and a great and
prominent tourist destination. But in the
last few years, due to dumping of
waste in the lakes and massive
dumping of sewage, its condition
became worse. At the same time,
tourism in the lakes’ area declined and
a large part was encroached upon as
the region was plagued by terrorism
over the years.

The 'Jal-Thal project, which started to
revive the lakes from this situation, was
based on two pillars - use of latest
technology and public participation.
Latest technologies like Water Masters
were used to remove the
encroachments in a record time of 100
days.

Under this scheme, the water bodies
and springs that fill the lakes were
cleaned to revive the natural flow of
water and to raise the water level in the
lakes. Also a massive community
engagement drive was conducted to
bring all the stakeholders together.

Local influential people and youth
leaders were appointed as ‘Water
Ambassadors’ to create community
awareness about the importance and
benefits of the restoration project.

Jammu and Kashmir  Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha thanked the
Prime Minister for highlighting the
extraordinary efforts of Mission Jal Thall
and lauded the people and the
Srinagar district administration for
displaying deep cultural sensitivity
towards the environment.
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Renovation of Khushal
Sar and Gill Sar Lake

This scheme has brought a remarkable
change in the ecological sector of the
region. About 60 canals connected to the
lokes have been renovated. After more
than 30 vyears, migratory birds have
started returning to these lakes. Lotus
cultivation will also be resumed in the
lakes in the coming days.

After the rejuvenation, the tourism
department has developed a view point
at Gilkadal to attract tourists and to make
this place a tourist center again. The
long-term goal of this scheme is to revive
the ancient water circuit in Kashmir from
Dal to Wular Lake and convert it into a
national waterway.

This campaign to return the lakes to their
old form will be inspiring for all to take
steps forward in the direction of
conservation of other lakes and water
sources.



Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his
'™Mann Ki Baat, mentioned about

Khushal Sar and Gil Sar lakes. It has

encouraged all of us and we will aim

to keep the lake clean by serving it

forever.

Abdur Rehman
Resident, Srinagar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his
‘Mann Ki Baat' mentioned Khushal Sar
and Gil Sar lokes. This has
encouraged all of us. | request
people to take care of these lakes at

least once a week.

Shaukat Hussain
Resident, Srinagar

A unique campaign of cleanliness in Visakhapatnam

T [\ Scan QR Code

= A= to know more about the ongoin
Gt nSrnade
Bl Mass movement in Srinagar
[E]¥&X5 under Jal Thal Mission.
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The people of Visakhapatnam are
trying to make the Prime Minister's
cleanliness campaign a success
with their efforts. In the city, instead
of polythene bags, cloth bags are
being promoted. Not only this,
people are also campaigning
against single use plastic to keep
the environment clean. They are
also creating awareness about
segregation of waste at homes.




LocAL

66 Along with Gujiya in Holi, there is

also a unique sweetness of
relationships. We have to
strengthen these bonds further
and we have to strengthen these
relations not only with the people
of our family but also with those
people who are part of your big
family. The best way to celebrate
the festival is with 'Vocal for
Local. You should buy local
products at festivals, so that the
lives of the people living around
you are filled with colors.§ §

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address)
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A new campaign has been started by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the
country, which he has named “Vocal for
Local’. When this mission started, the
word Vocal for Local was new to the
people and many people of the
country were not aware of the meaning
of Vocal for Local and its benefits.

Often referring to Vocal for Local in his
addresses, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had given this mantra to the
country so that the country would
continue to move towards economic
self-reliance.

The main objective of Vocal For Local is
to strengthen the country's economy
and make the country self-reliant.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi keeps
requesting the people of the country to
become self-reliant now and stop
depending on the products of other
countries. Things should be produced
in the country itself and the people of
India should buy more and more of
these products.




Due to Modi jis Vocal for Local
inspiration, now the people of the
country are refraining from buying
cheap foreign products and are
buying those products which are
made in the country. In this way, the
small entrepreneurs working at the
regional level are not only getting
continuous encouragement, but the
economic value of the practices
hidden in our festivals is also being
made aware to all.

The Prime Minister continues to spread
the spirit of Vocal for Local in his
speeches. Last year, even before
Diwali, in his 'Mann Ki Baat' address, the
Prime Minister had urged everyone to
say, 'Remember: shopping means
being vocal for local. If you buy local,
your festival will be illuminated as well
as there will also be light in the house
of an artisan, a weaver etc.” The Prime
Minister had expressed confidence
that "the campaign which we all have
started together will be even stronger
in festivals this time.”

In the same light, this year also, just
before Holi, the Prime Minister's request
to the country for 'Vocal for Local will
not only help our micro, cottage and
small entrepreneurs to be established,
but also the outflow of the currency to

foreign companies will be curtailed.

Following his call of Make in Indidr, these
smalll steps being taken by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is showing the path
towards a self-reliant India, are not only
making India economically empowered,
but through public participation, this
feeling is being fulfilled. The people who
are becoming vocal are taking these
objectives towards the pinnacle of
success.

The views expressed by the public on this
subject was that this appeal of the Prime
Minister has become an inspiration and
stimulated the public mind. Doordarshan
has tried to reach out to the public and
seek their views on this subject after the
Prime Minister's Mann Ki Baat address on

February 27.




Enthusiasm among the
people in Kaithal, Haryana

Ordinary residents of the area believe that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given the
slogan of Vocal for Local in the interest of
the people of the country. He said that if we
buy foreign goods then our country's
money goes abroad and if we buy indige-
nous goods then our country's money will
remain in our country.

A citizen said that Vocal for Local will
increase the means of business in the
country and the country will become strong.
Many citizens are also appealing to other
people to buy only indigenous goods by
adopting Vocal for Local on the request of
the Prime Minister. The shopkeepers of
Kaithal, Pulkit Mittal and Mohit said that they
are not selling any foreign goods on the
appeal of the Prime Minister, and that the
appeal of the Prime Minister's Vocal for
Local is also showing a lot of impact on the
general public. Every customer now
demands only indigenous goods. If we
promote indigenous goods, a lot of
employment opportunities will be created
in our country. It will not only help India to
prosper but also make it economically
stronger.

The shopkeepers clarified that in this year's
festival of Holi, all the indigenous goods
were available in the market, whether it was
pichkari or other items. He said that we are
selling completely indigenous goods. The
general public has also accepted the
slogan of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
Vocal for Local which is in the interest of the
people of the country, so we all should sell

and buy only indigenous goods. 43

Local residents shared their views
with the team that reached the
markets of Kaithal district of
Haryana and  Rajnandgaon
district of Chhattisgarh to see the
ground situation of the effect of
Vocal for Local.

The enthusiasm of the public is
showing the success of the
appeal of the Prime Minister on
Vocal for Local. These reactions
from different parts of the country
makes it clear that people have
woken up and they too have
geared up to strengthen the
country’'s economy and make
India self-reliant through Vocal
for Local.

Our earthen goods are made
here and sold here. If we do not
buy foreign goods at all, then our
money will remain in the
country. We completely agree
with the words of the Honble
Prime Minister. He has thought a

lot for our India.
Mohit

Merchant, Kaithal

In the festival of Holi, we will
appeal to the common people
to use Indian colours so that our
economy becomes strong. If the
business class will be happy,
other people will be happy as
well, only then the Prime
Minister's slogan of Vocal for
Local will be able to take shape.

Himanshu Garg
Resident, Kaithal




Swadeshi goods boom in
Chhattisgarh's Rajnandgaon

Vocal for Local is also popular among
the people of Chhattisgarh and this Holi
its colour was everywhere. This time,
indigenously made pichkaris were
being sold in the market. According to
local businessman Atul Pandey, shops
were decorated for the festival of Holi.
Indigenously manufactured pichkaris
were booming in the market, as well as
the demand for herbal gulal made by
the women's group was also in full
swing.

Apart from the colours, indigenous
delicacies made people’s mouths
water. Indigenous dishes like Tetari,
Gujiya not only appealed to the people
but the business community was also
very happy with the sale of traditional
indigenous dishes.

Our Young friends should

convey this message to every
household, every person, every
youth, so that all the youth of the
country adopt the formula of
Vocal for Local. This  will
strengthen poor people and
small businesses to flourish.

Sandeep Kumar
Resident, Kaithal
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LET US CELEBRATE THE FATHER
OF WIRELESS COMMUMNICATION
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Office of Mr. Anurag Th... & - 27/C
As a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, youth
can make videos of popular songs of Indian
languages in their own way - PM Shri

modi ji
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5 G Kishan Reddy @ .22/02/2
.. Share your ideas and su ons for this
month's #MannKiBaat - A program the
Nation looks forward to.

Record your suggestions by dialling
1800-11-7800 & share them with PM Shri
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Takepridein
mother tongue,
says Modiin
MannKkiBaat

PPRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 27 February

Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi on
Sunday called upon youngsters to make
videos of famous Indian songs in different
languages that will not only make them pop-
ular but also showcase the country's diversity
to the new generation.

In his monthly Mann Ki Baat broadcast, Modi
highlighted a number of issues, including the
cases of triple talaq going down by over 80 per-
cent following a law banning the practice, and
alsourged people to developscientific tempera-
ment among children. “Even after 75 years of
Independence, there are people who have dilem-
mas and reservations regarding their language,
dress, food and drink, whereas it is not like this
anywhere else in the world,” Modi said.

People should speak their langnage with
pride, he said, adding India is incomparable
in its richness of languages.

"Asa part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, youth ,
can make videos of popular songs of Indian lan-
guages in their own way," he said, adding that
people of one state making videos with sangs of
another state will make them experience "Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat" (One India, great
India). "I'would emphasise about mother tongue
that as our mother moulds our life, in the same by
manner, mother tongue also shapes our life.

"The mother and mother tongue, both
together strengthen the foundation of life,
lending it permanence. Just like we cannot
abandon our mother, similarly, we cannot leave
our mother tongue either," Modi said.

The world's oldest language Tamil is in India
and every Indian should be proud of this signif-
icant heritage, he said. In the same way, many X
ancient scriptures have found expression
inSanskrit, the PM added in his monthly address.
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Take pride in
Tamil, says Modi

PM stresses language diversity of India

DEVESH K. PANDEY

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said every
Indian should be proud of
Tamil, the world’s oldest liv-
ing language.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of the mother tongue
in his Mann Ki Baat radio
show, Mr. Modi said, “The
mother and mother tongue
both together strengthen
the foundation of life, lend-
ing it permanence. Just like
we cannot abandon our
mother, similarly, we can-
not leave our mother ton-
gue either.”

“Our India is so rich in
terms of languages that it is
incomparable ... hundreds
of languages, thousands of
dialects are different from
each other but are mutually
integrated... many languag-
es, one expression,” he said.

He said the country was
proud to be associated with
121 forms of mother ton-
gues, 14 of which are spoken
by over one crore people in
everyday life.

In 2019, Hindi was ranked
third among the most spo-
ken languages of the world.
“Every Indian should be
proud of this, too,” Mr. Modi
said, highlighting the contri-
bution of surjan Parohi, a fa-
mous Hindi poet from Suri-
name, whose forefathers
had gone there along with
thousands of workers to
earn a living.

Indian music
During his address, Mr. Mo-
di praised two Tanzanian si-
blings, Kili Paul and his sis-
ter Nima, who were
passionate about

Indian
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c Our India is so rich
in terms of
languages that it is
incomparable

music. A few days ago, Kili
was honoured at the Indian
Embassy in Tanzania.

Talking about the grow-
ing influence of Ayurveda,
the Prime Minister said the
former Kenyan Prime Minis-
ter Raila Odinga’s daughter
had almost lost her eyesight
to a surgery for brain tu-
mour. Having tried eve-
rywhere else, he finally got
her treated at an Ayurvedic
hospital in Kerala. Her eye-
sight returned to a great ex-
tent. Mr. Odinga now want-
ed to introduce Ayurveda in
Kenya.

Referring to International
Women's Day on March 8,
Mr. Modi said women in the
country were taking the
lead role in every sector.

“Last month, on Republic
Day, we saw that daughters
were flying modern fighter
planes too. The country also
lifted the restrictions on the
admission of daughters in
Sainik Schools...about half
the start-ups have women in
director roles,” he said.

In the recent past, deci-
sions like increasing mater-
nity leave were taken. The
country was trying to give
equal rights to sons and
daughters by fixing a com-
mon age for marriage.

The Prime Minister,
ahead of National Science
Day on February 28, paid
tribute to C.V. Raman. He
urged people to instil scien-
tific  temperament  in
children.
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PM lauds

- Triple talag a ‘social evil’,
' 80% drop in cases since
law enacted: PM Modi

Vizag’s cloth
bag efforts

Visakhapatnam: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address
on Sunday lauded the ef-
forts of Vizagites in embra-
cing the cloth bag culture
instead of polythene bags.
The Prime Minister also
mentioned the intense gar-
bage segregation efforts be-
ingcarriedout in Vizag.

“People here are campa-
igning against single use
plastic products to keep the
environment clean. People
are also spreading aware-
ness to segregate the waste
at home,” said Modi in
‘Mann KiBaat’. mn
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEVY DELHI, FEBRLARY 27

. TERMING TRIPLE tala a “sodial

evil®, Prime Minister Narendra
Mndl on Sunday said that there

Modi, referring 1o the country's
histary of rmaking idols, said,

“Moat only were they 3 wonder-

ful arristic exarmple of Indian

But pur faith was alse
connected with them It is our
rraponsi:ﬂln tmlds Mmirl

Bl percent de-
crease in such cases since a law
wasenacted against the practice
i Seprember 2019,

They idols embody a palt of the
soulof India."

pragramme, the P, while un-
derlining the “success” of r[he

fear against the ten-
dency osteal and thecountries
whm rhese:dnrs were taken

d o feel that

said,*in

* the recent st decisions likein-
creasing maternity leave for  withls

wiomenhave been aken. Weare
trying boaiee equal rights tosons
d by flsing 3 com
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sioms in diplomatic n:lmuns

the changing ghobal outiock to-
wards India. Till 2013, just 13

moa age for mrrlag-.fhe said,
adlding that due fo this the par-
ticipation of women in every

- Ficldis increasing.

"Take the success of "Beti
Bachao, Betl Padhao. mday the
sex ratio in the country has im-
prowed, The number of girs go-
g to school has also improved.
I this, we also bave 2 responsi-
hility that our daughters dio not
dropeutaf the school. Simdlary,
women in the country have got
freedom from open defecation
under the ‘Swachh Bharat
Alhiiyan’,” Modi acded,

All thits, he said, wes posiblie
I such a short span of fime be-
cause wamen themsetves were
hxill\glh(ﬁ.mgem thecomtry,

The v

But inthe last seven years, India
b successiully brought back
more than 200 precious idols,”
hesaid

The PM alo praised [

Tanzanian lip sync arwists KiL
Paul and his sister Neema Paul
“Recently. 4 video of Kili singing
our National Antemon the oc-
caston af Republic Day went vi-
ral* and “a few days am he alsa
pabd a soulful tribute o Lata
Mangeshkar by presenting her
song,” he said.
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MANN KI BAAT

Modi asks start-ups to use their skills,
scientific character for nation building

OURBUREAL
Hewal, Febnaary 57
Prime Minister Narendr Modi

tion building™
Addressing the 86" episode of

his maonthly radio programme e pinister Narendra Modi

Mann Ki Baat, Modi underscored

tha this is also “our collective  agestudentsand childrentoask  Indian scientists in the fight
sclentific responsibility owards  questions and look lor answers  against Covidg,

the country”. Hatling the efforts  alongwith them,” he said,
Meanwhile.ontheoceasionaf — work that the production of

of startups in the field of *vir-

prise childsenin our family asto
what is the basis of that techno-
logy, what is the science behind

‘ .i;

an Sunday asked the startups in J w it Modi said. He suggested that

the country to use their skills e sclentific ssue be discussed ar

and scientific character for “na- & heme and noted that it is pos-
w

sible w explain the sclence be.
hind several issues in every-
body's daily lives,

Moxdi appreciated the role of

“It Is because of their hard

wal reality”, Modi also called  the Natlonal Science Day, which  made in India vaccing was pos-
upon them - inthe eraofvirual  falls on February 28, Modiasked  sible, which has helped the en-
classes —to set up a “virtual ab*  families to develop “scientific  tine workl. This is the gift of sci-
keeplng n mind the considers-  temperament® Inthetrchildren,  encew humanty, be said.

tionsof children.

“Friends, technology has made

Moddi said that India has been

ourlifeeasierand simple. Which  successful in bringing back in-

Scientific temperament

technology is good and how v valusblearefacts, *Afver 2014, 1n-

“Through virtual reality, we can - make better use of a particular  dia brought back over 200 pre-
also make children experience  technology, weare famillar wich — clous idols from nations ke the

chemisry fab at home. 1 urge  all these, But it is also true that LS, Brimin and Canada,” Modi
feachers and parents to encour-  we den't pay attention to ap-  said.

MANN KI BAAT

‘India doing its best to
fly stolen antiques back’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ MewDel

INDIA has been suceessful in
bringing back over 200 stolen
antiguities and idols in the last
seven vears, PMNarendra Modi
said on Sunday,

“The history of each of our
idols also depicts the influence
of their times, Not only they
arp a wonderful artistic exam-
ple of Indian sculpture; our
faith is also connected with
them. Bui, in the past, many
idols were stolen and kept be-
ing taken out of India,” the PM
said in his radio programme
‘Mann Ki Baat’, adding that it
has become the responsibility
of government to bring back all
the stolen idols and antigues.

“Till 2012, nearly 13 idols had
been brought back to India.
But, in the last seven years, In-
dia has suceessfully brought
back more than 200 precious
idols. Many countries such as
America, Britain, Holland,
France, Canada, Germany, Sin-
gapore have understood the
sentiment of India and helped
us to retrieve these idols.”

The PM highlighted the re-
turn of an idol of Avalokitesh:
vara Padmapani from Italy that
was stolen from Kundalpuar
ternple in Bihar's Gava district.
Another case was the 700-vear
idol of Lord Anjanevaa Hanu:
man - stolen from Vellore in
Tamil Nadu - that was brought
from Australia,

Medi also outlined the im-
portance of mother language
in the context of the recently
celebrated International Moth-
er Language Day (Feb 21), Indi-
ans are proud to be associated
with 121 forms of mother
tongues and 14 of these lan-
puages are spoken by more
than 1 erore people, he sajd,

Speak mother
tongue with
pride: PM in
Mann Ki Baat

New Delhi, Feb. 27:
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday
called upon youngsters
to make videos of
famous Indian songs in
different languages that
will not only make them
popular but also show-
case the country's diver-
sity to the new genera-
tion.Modi praised
Tanzanian siblings Kili
Paul and Neema who, he
said, have created rip-
ples on social media by
lip-syncing several
Indian songs, including
the country's national
anthem on Republic Day.

In his monthly Mann Ki
Baat broadcast, the PM
highlighted a number of
issues, including the
cases of triple talaq going
down by over 80 percent
following a law banning
the practice, and also
urged people to develop
scientific temperament
among children.

Even after 75 years of
Independence, there are
people who have dilem-
mas and reservations
regarding their langua-
ge, dress, food and drink,
whereas it is not like
this anywhere else in the
world, Mr Modi said.

People should speak
their language with pri-
de, he said, adding India
is incomparable in its
richness of languages.

With the International
Mother Language Day
being observed recently,
Modi referred to

Tanzanian Kili Paul and
his sister Neema and
spoke of their passion
for Indian songs, includ-
ing their tribute to leg-
endary
Mangeshkar.

singer Lata
— PTI
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Cases of triple talaq decreased by 80 per
cent after enactment of law: PM Modi in

Mann Ki Baat

Tae EcoNxomic Tives

Mann ki Baat: PM Modi lauds
Tanzania's Internet sensations Kili
and Neema Paul

THE TIMES OF INDIA
Vizag's cloth bag finds a mention in PM Narendra Modi's
Mann Ki Baat

Business Standard

Take pride in mother tongue,
says PM Narendra Modi in
'Mann ki Baat'

DH DECCAN HERALD

Role of Indian scientists in fight against Covid-19 is
praiseworthy: Modi
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Mann Ki Baat: India successfully brought back over 200 invaluable
artifacts in last 7 years, says PM Narendra Modi
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Mann Ki Baat | 'Bhasha Anek, Bhaav Ek', PM Modi Asks
Indians To Take Pride In Country's Linguistic Diversity

Mann Ki Baat: Languages preserve
culture and heritage, says PM Modi |
As it happened
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